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Fall 2025 

President’s Message  
By Sue Davis 

2025 - 2026 
OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

President – Susan Davis 
 Vice-President – Selina Garcia  

Recording Secretary - Julia Bourbois 
Corresponding Secretary  

Cheryl Avelar 
Treasurer - Terry Templeman  

Archivist - Susan Davis  
Museum Manager - Julie Draayom 

Gift Shop Manager  
and Volunteer Coordinator  

 Kay Hoveland 
Web Page - Kay Hoveland 

 Social Media - Cheryl Clarke  
Historian - Curt Morris 

Programs and Projects 
 Abel Burke , Margie Green & Dave Harbin  

Parliamentarian –  Margie Green 
Membership  - Suzy Crawford 

Historical Walking Tours 
 Dave Harbin 
Photography 

John Davis & Margie Green 
 

OFFICE, MUSEUM  
& GIFT SHOP  

121 N. San Dimas Avenue, San Dimas 
Walker House, 2nd Floor  

 

MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O. Box  871, San Dimas, CA 91773 

Office Telephone: (909) 592-1190 

Email: office91773@sandimashistorical.org 

Web: www.sandimashistorical.org 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram  

Office, Archives, Museum and Gift Shop  

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 12:00 to 3:00 pm 

Museum/Gift Shop  

Friday & Saturday 6 to 9 pm 

Second Saturday  

Museum & Gift Shop - 10:00 am  to 12:00 pm  

Second Saturdays Tours 

Historic Downtown Docent-led walking tour  

or Docent-led Walker House Tour 10:00 am 

(which tour varies by month) 

Call 951 990-3395 for information and  

reservations 

    Our Ice Cream Social 
was a very big success 
with about seventy mem-
bers and friends joining 
us at the Senior Center 
for ice cream.  Thanks to Selina Garcia for 
providing the crafts project for the kids—of 
all ages.  My thanks to the City for their as-
sistance and to all the board members for 
their hard work. 
     We were invited by the Metro to take part 
in their opening day events.  Thousands of 
people came out to enjoy the celebration as 
passenger 
service be-
gan be-
tween the 
Glendora 
Station to 

the Pomona Station.  It was time well spent, as 
two couples rode the A Line back to San Dimas 
on Saturday night to visit our museum and gift 
shop. 
      I have it on great authority that “This is the best  Beer and Wine 
Walk so far”.  This was the 9th Annual Beer and Wine Walk and 
the Chamber’s theme this year was Western. 
 
     SAVE THE DATE:  Our Fall Dinner meeting will be held on Saturday, 
November 15th in the parish meeting Hall of the Redemption Bible Church (Faith 
Lutheran Church).  We are very pleased to have Paul Spitzzeri, Museum Direc-
tor of the Workman and Temple Family Homestead Museum as our speaker.   
 

THIS DATE IN HISTORY: 
 From the October 1, 1908, San Dimas Eagle - Come Back Home 
     F. A. Hickman and wife have returned to San Dimas to live.  On Monday of 
this week Mr. Hickman purchased the M. L. Torrey ranch of 11 2/3 acres located 
on Bonita Avenue, just east of the nursery, paying $13,500.  Mr. Hickman is an 
experienced orange grower, and his friends knew he would pick a good grove 
when he was ready to buy.  Their former friends will all welcome them to what 
will certainly seem to be a homecoming. 
      It is rumored that Mr. Torrey and his sons have their faces set toward the 
north and will take up land there in the near future. 

Susan Davis 

mailto:office91773@sandimashistorical.org
http://www.sandimashistorical.org
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Down Memory Lane with Gail Hartman by Selina Garcia 
 

     San Dimas has changed a lot over the decades, but for longtime resident and business owner Gail Hartman, the heart of the 
city has always stayed the same. I sat down with Gail to hear her stories about growing up in San Dimas, building a business here, 
and watching her hometown evolve over more than 80 years. 
     Gail moved to San Dimas when she was just four years old. She attended San Dimas Grammar School, which once stood 
where Pioneer Park is today, and later graduated from Bonita High School in 1954.  She was one of only 89 students in her class. 
“It always felt like a small town,” she said. “Everyone was close, and it was a wonderful place to grow up.” 
     She lived on Fifth Street, an area now home to Costco, and recalls simpler days when kids made their own fun. One of her 
fondest memories is of a friend who lived across the alley and had a horse and a donkey. “My friend would ride the horse, and I’d 
ride the donkey, “Gail laughed. “We’d ride all around town”. 
     In her teenage years, Gail spent sunny afternoons sunbathing at Puddingstone and renting canoes with friends. She remem-
bers biking around town, playing in the citrus groves near the Scout House, and walking barefoot in the summer to The Little Store 
on Gladstone to buy popsicles. “Those were such good times, “she reminisced. “Growing up in San Dimas, you made your own 
fun”. 
     Gail was also a part of San Dimas history, when the city was moving toward incorporation in 1960, she was on the committee 
that helped make it happen (even while pregnant with twins). “We went door to door asking people to support incorporation, “she 
said. “If San Dimas didn’t become its own city, it could have been taken over by another city.” 
     After marrying Ed Hartman in 1998, Gail and her husband spent much of their time in San Dimas. Both owned businesses in 
town. Gail as an insurance agent and Ed as a Civil Engineer and building owner on Bonita Avenue. The San Dimas Insurance 
Agency which Gail’s father purchased 1969. Gail worked with her father before taking over the business after his passing 1989. 
The agency moved locations over the decades but Gail’s dedication to her clients and community never wavered. In retirement, 
Gail stays deeply involved in San Dimas through organizations like the Soroptimists, the Posse, and the Chamber of Commerce. 
      Of all her memories, some of the sweetest involve downtown San Dimas. “When I was in high school, I’d stop by a little shop 
downtown and sit on a stool for a cherry Coke, “she recalled. She was also childhood friends with Betty Carrruthers and spent 
many afternoons playing inside what she called the mansion but what is now known as The Walker House, one of San Dimas’s 
most cherished landmarks. Years later, as an insurance agent, Gail even insured that same mansion. “I never imagined it would 
become such an important part of the city’s history, “she said. 

     For Gail Hartman, San Dimas isn’t just where she lives. It's been a place of a lifetime of memories from childhood adventures to 

community milestones. “My life has been filled with so many fun memories in San Dimas, “she said. “And I plan to make plenty 

more. 
 

Historic Downtown Walking Tour by Dave Harbin 

     Did you know the Historical Society provides either a walking tour or Walker House tour nearly every month throughout the 
year?  Which one depends on the time of year, but hot and rainy months usually are the indoor house tour. You can find out the 
latest scheduling information by checking the website. The tours are always on the second Saturday at 10AM. Reservations are 
required by calling or texting Dave Harbin at 951.990.3395.      
     In October, we had seven people attend the walking tour, four from Orange County and two residents of San Dimas.  We have 

had visitors from many U.S. states and some from Europe. It’s a great way to learn more 
about how San Dimas got 
started and how it has de-
veloped.   

We hope you can join 
us sometime and re-

member that it’s always 
free.           
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It’s that time of the year... 
 

    YES, please tell your friends and neighbors that the 
Historical Society WILL have a Holiday Room this year!! 
There are holiday items, ornaments, jewelry and toys for 
children as well as wrapping paper. You never know 
what you will find!! 
 

    The Holiday Room will open in November during nor-
mal business hours:  
 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12 noon until 3 pm 
Friday and Saturday nights from 6 to 9 pm 

and 
Second Saturday monthly from10 am to noon 

In conjunction with the Walking Tour  
 

 
 
 

   Special Day December 6th during  
the City Holiday Extravaganza  

from 1pm to 9pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So come on by to see us and get that  
individual gift for that special someone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 

Kay Hoveland 

San Dimas Historical Society’s 

Fall Dinner 

Saturday, November 15th  
Speaker - Paul Spitzzeri    

   

     Paul Spitzzeri is the Museum Director at 
the Workman and Temple Family Homestead 
Museum, where he has worked since 1988.  He has a B. A. and M. 
A. in History from California State University, Fullerton and has writ-
ten on California history for such journals as California History, 
Southern California Quarterly, California Legal History and Journal 
of the West, and in the anthologies Law in the Western United 
States, Encyclopedia of Immigration and Migration in the American 
West, and Icons of the American West.   His biography on the 
Workman and Temple families is an Award of Merit winner from the 
American Association for State and Local History and he writes 

nearly daily on regional history on The Homestead Museum Blog. 

 
Cascades of Controversy:  The Strange Story of 

Orloff Orlow and Puddingstone 
     In 1908, San Dimas-area rancher Charles H. Cannon sold 
a large part of his property, including Puddingstone Canyon 

with its falls, to a Dr. Orloff Orlow 
of Los Angeles.  Orlow publi-
cized grand plans for his new 
domain, including three steel 
bridges to span canyons and an 

ornate house.  Within weeks, 
however, he was arrested on 
an embezzlement charge 
and details of his mysterious 
life and wanderings 
emerged.  This presentation 
discusses this strange story 
and unusual aspect of the 

history of San Dimas. 
 

DINNER INVITATION 
WILL BE MAILED  

SEPARATELY  



4 

Membership Benefits include: 
Quarterly newsletters, invitations to two membership dinners with special speakers and programs,  

invitations to hosted annual Ice Cream Social, and other Historical Society Events. 

Check your membership type: 
Individual…..$25 __ (annually)               Family (two or more)…..$35__ (annually)               Sponsors / Business …. $100 ___ (annually)   

Life Membership...$500 per person____ (one time fee only) 

Additional Support / Donation for your Society are welcomed and are tax deducible. We are a  501(c) (3). 
 

 

Name (s) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
City ___________________________________________  State __________________ Zip _______________________Phone ____________________________________ 

 
 
E-mail _____________________________________________________________   Would you like to receive our newsletter by e-mail? Yes ______ No ________ 

 
Please MAIL TO:  P.O. Box 871  ●  San Dimas, CA 91773   ●  call: 909 592-1190 

Kristin Carlson  
RE/MAX Master Realty 

909 519-9500  /  kristincarlson63@gmail.com 

RACHEL BRATAKOS  
Real Estate Agent - Coldwell Banker 

909-455-6302  ●  rachelbratakos@cbrealty.com 

OLANDER 
Educational Foundation 

Robert and Jean Olander ● saints@aol.com 

DENIS BERTONE 
Friend of the San Dimas Historical Society 

WASTE  MANAGEMENT 
Josh Goldman 

(626)  825-3785  -  jgoldman@wm.com 

Moxie Creative Solutions  
DIGITAL MARKETING AGENCY- Stephanie Muneno  

Hello@needmoxie.com   /  moxiecreativesolutions.com 

San Dimas Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 175 San Dimas ●  246 Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 

(909) 592-3818      email: info@sandimaschamber.com 

Vicky Maliszewski - KALEO Real Estate Co. 
 Cell 951-529-5136       Office 626-609-2130 

vicky@kaleorealestate.co       6ftvicky@gmail.com 

Margarita Karasik-McGee - Law Office 
132 E. Arrow Hwy., San Dimas    

Lawofficeofmkm@gmail.com   (818) 687-0576 

FARMERS INSURANCE - Marilyn Sparks 
132 E. Arrow Hwy., San Dimas 

(626) 222-2251  www.TransferRiskToMarilyn.com 

Thank You 
BUSINESS SPONSORS 

CDS Insurance Services  
Chuck Swan -  (626) 610-9500 - www.cdsinsurance.com  

Our Valued Patrons - A Very Special Thank You  
 Members that have made donations of $1000 or more to the Patron Program are: (listed in order of participation) 

 San Dimas Community Hospital, Ralph and Peggy Thomas, Paul and Willa McClure, Tom and Sue Nuss, Ryan Teague, Jean Johnstone Rimpau,  

Curt and Glenda Morris, Jeff and Terry Templeman, Sharon Long, Bill and Joyce Emerson, Winifred Rouse Willis, Bob and Connie Brown, Joe Vaniman,   

Matt and Julie Draayom, Mark Nelson, Linda Nelson, Don and Margie Green, Georgia Florentine, Dick and Mary Lou Harbin, John and Susan Davis,  

John and Ann Vackrinos, Dorothy A. Callanan, Howard C. Callanan, Allen and Lona Chen, Dave & Chris Harbin 
 

Their generous gifts allow the San Dimas Historical Society to purchase specially needed items to enhance our ability to save and share our history that otherwise 
would be unavailable due to limited funding. To find out how you too can become a patron call the  

office at (909) 592-1190.  Your donation is tax deducible.  We are a  501(c) (3).  

mailto:6ftvicky@gmail.com
http://www.transferrisktomarilyn.com/

